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“Everything you Ever Wanted to know about Sex Offenders

 but Were Too Shocked to Ask (*almost)
presented by
Jeffrey Singer Ph.D.

******************************************
Next  meeting:
Wed. – June 6th
8:30-10 (with breakfast from 8:30-9pm)

MCPA Scholarship Program – Awards will be announced and distributed
Location for above meeting:

Hamilton Park Conference Center 
175 Park Ave, Florham Park
**************************

May 18th, 2012  joint MCPA and EUCAP meeting:

Those in attendance:  Mike Zito, Randy Bressler, Marc Gironda, Morgan Murray, Hayley Hirschmann, Carly Orenstein, Susan Neigher,  Jeannine Zoppi, Rich Brewster, Jacinta Lewis, Linda Guzik, Richard Dauber, Kathy Janocko, John McGovern, Ashley Gorman, Jakob Steinberg, Dan Watter, Ken Freundlich, Stu Leeds, Rod Bennet, Sheila Bender, Nicole Rafanello, and Ron Gironda
Biographical Information: 
Dr. Jeffrey Singer is a clinical psychologist with expertise in the treatment and evaluation of adult and juvenile sex offenders.  He conducts Sex-Offender Psychological Evaluations and Risk Assessments for the Offices of Probation and Parole as well as for the Courts.  Dr. Singer regularly testifies as an expert witness in New Jersey Superior Court in civil and criminal sex-offender matters. These cases include Sexually Violent Predator (SVP) hearings in NJ and the similar Article 10 trials in New York State. 

Since 1995, Dr. Singer has treated and evaluated sex offenders in various settings and testified numerous times in state and federal court.  He is an adjunct professor at the Fairleigh Dickenson School of Psychology where he has taught courses in forensic psychology.  He has given numerous educational presentations on the topic of sex offenders to such groups as the Federal Public Defender in North Carolina, the office of the public defenders in Wisconsin and NY State, the Latino Psych Assoc. of NJ, Fairleigh Dickenson Univ. psych grad students and to the forensic interest groups of NJPA as well as the NY State Psychological Assoc.  Dr. Singer was elected as a Member-at-Large to the Board of the New Jersey Psychological Association and is a past president of the Essex-Union County Association of Psychology (EUCAP). He is also a member of numerous other psychological associations.
Presentation:  
Jeff gave a lively presentation that began with definitions of commonly used and misused terms in this field, including sex offender, pedophile, child molester,  and predator/sexually violent predator (SVPA).  He shared how several of these are real legal terms in NJ (sexual predator, child molestations, sex offender) and others lie more in the vocabulary of mental health professionals (pedophile/paraphilia).  He also shared how cognitive heuristics (or “thinking shortcuts”) tend to bias people’s thinking and tend to increase errors and decrease accuracy.  
He shared a common perception that most sexual assaults are committed by strangers but went on to share data that reveal this is not the case with child or adult victims.  In another example, he shared the misconception that sex offenders are more dangerous and more likely to reoffend than other criminals.  He went on to share data that showed that sex offenders reoffended at about a rate of 5% while other crimes were commonly in the 70% range for reoffenders.  He also shared that reoffense rates vary among different types of sex offenders and is related to specific characteristics of the offender and the offense and the situations, not generally personality based or dispositional factors.  He went on to explain that in study after study, if people’s behavior is closely examined it is found to be highly dependent on situational cues.  So even in the case of the majority of sex crimes, they are situational, opportunistic, impulsive, and hedonistic and far less “predisposed” than people think.  Another misconception debunked was that sexual offense rates are higher than ever and continue to climb.  He reported rape rates and sexual abuse of children rates are actualy down in recent years, but child porn rates continue to rise with the accessibility of the internet.
Q&A

John McGovern asked Jeff to comment on hebophilia (the attraction of an adult to post-pubescent children aged 14-18) and any psychological differences than those attracted to prepubescent children as well as to comment on some pushing for it to be in the DSM V.   It seemed Jeff shared some experience with this in civil commitment cases but went on mostly to make the point that they are both equally criminal.
Some discussion also ensued about whether or not the majority of sex offenders “groom” their victims.  Jeff pointed out that the classic case of this happening is in the school teacher and the student scenario and reviewed several related cases where the psychologist involved did not find the teacher as much of a risk to reoffend based on the NJ Sex Offender Act criteria.

John McGovern also made a comment about “hands on” vs. “hands off” offenses (ie. Actual sexual assault vs. exhibitionism..) all being handled at the state level and wondering if this is the best approach.

Ashley Gorman asked about how to do a “quick and dirty” assessment of risk with all new patients.  Jeff started by saying “Another day at the office” or do careful examinations and interviews.  He feels the psychological measures we have to assess this are very poor.  He mentioned 3 ways to try to assess this:
1)clinical judgement and 2)actuarial methods – generally poor

3) Structured Clinical Interview – better – can come up with good integrative approach looking at things as we often do (with our eye on intensity, frequency, duration..)
********************************

The monthly newsletter is being sent from secretary@mcpanj.com, so please allow your spam-blockers to permit mail from this address.
****************************

For more information or to make a reservation for our next meetings, contact Morgan Murray, PhD at (973) 408-9190 or by e-mail mmurrayphd@aol.com. 
**************************
Hayley Hirschmann, Ph.D. 
MCPA Secretary
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